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that bread rose to famine prices, that the yeonian was
forced to sell his cow and pig, his tools, and his acre
of land; and the dreadful barometer of the poor-rates
was touching the point of ruin. The poor-rate was
sucking in the solvent classes, and forcing an exodus
of farmers and mechanics. What befalls from the
violence of financial crises, befalls daily in the violence
of artificial legislation.

Such a wealth has England earned, ever new,
bounteous, and augmenting. But the question recurs,
Does she take the step beyond, namely, to the wise
use, in view of the supreme wealth of nations 1 We
estimate the wisdom of nations by seeing what they
did with their surplus capital. And, in view of these
injuries, some compensation ha: been attempted in
England. A part of the money earned returns to the
brain to buy schools, libraries, bishops, astronomers,
chemists, and artists with; and a part to repair the
wrongs of this intemperate weaving, by hospitals,
savings-banks, Mechanics' Institutes, public grounds,
and other charities and amenities. But the antidotes
are frightfully inadequate, and the evil requires a
deeper cure, which time and a simpler social organ-
isation must supply. At present, she does not rule
her wealth. She is simply a good England, but no
divinity, or wise and instructed soul. She too is in
the stream of fate, one victim more in a common
catastrophe.

But being in the fault, she has the misfortune of
greatness to be held as the chief offender. England